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USDOC FOR MARAD/ASSISTANT SECRETARY BLACKWELL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, EWWT, UR, US 

SUBJECT: MARINE CARGO INSURANCE 

REF: (A) STATE 258984; (B) MOSCOW 15351; (C) MOSCOW 15899; 

CD) STATE 275261 

1. EMBOFF RAISED MARINE CARGO INSURANCE QUESTION AS PER 
REFTEL D NOVEMBER 21 WITH A. MEL'NIKOV, DEPUTY 

CHIEF, ADMINISTRATION FOR TRADE WITH AMERICAS AND LATIN 
AMERICA, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE, AND INITIALLY WAS 
AGAIN INFORMED THAT MFT WILL DEAL WITH THE MATTER BUT THAT 
NO FINAL DECISION HAD BEEN REACHED. MEL NIKOV THEN PHONED 
EMBOFF A FEW MINUTES LATER TO SAY THAT DECISION-MAKING PRO- 
CESS WOULD MOVE MUCH FASTER IF US SIDE COULD PROVIDE MFT 
WITH A PROPOSED TIME AND PLACE FOR THE TALKS, AND THE NAME 
OF THE HEAD OF THE US DELEGATION. HE ALSO WANTED TO KNOW 
WHEN THE US RESPONSE MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO WHICH EMBOFF 
RESPONDED THAT MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK SEEMED POSSIBLE. 

2. COMMENT - MEL'NIKOV S RETURN CALL, PARTICULARLY 
HIS DESIRE FOR A QUICK US RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST 
COULD MEAN THAT MFT IS FINALLY GEARING UP TO DEAL 
WITH THIS ISSUE. END COMMENT. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE. 
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